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Abstracts of Feet of Fines: Introduction 
The aim of this project is to provide abstracts of the medieval feet of fines that have not yet 
been published, for the period before 1509. 
A list of published editions, together with links to the abstracts on this site, can be found here. 
Alternatively, the abstracts can be searched for entries of interest. 
Background 
In the late 12th century a procedure evolved for ending a legal action by agreement between 
the parties. The agreement was known as a final concord (or fine). Originally this was a means 
of resolving genuine disputes, but by the middle of the 13th century the fine had become a 
popular way of conveying freehold property, and the legal action was usually a fictitious one, 
initiated with the cooperation of both parties. This procedure survived until the 1830s. 
Originally, each party would be given a copy of the agreement, but in 1195 the procedure was 
modified, so that three copies were made on a single sheet of parchment, one on each side 
and one at the foot. The copies would then be separated by cutting the parchment along 
indented (wavy) lines as a precaution against forgery. The right and left hand copies were given 
to the parties and the third copy at the foot was retained by the court. For this reason the 
documents are known as feet of fines. 
The following information is available online: 

Court of Common Pleas, General Eyres and Court of King's Bench: Feet of Fines 
Files, Richard I - Henry VII (to 1509) and Henry VIII - Victoria (from 1509) (descriptions of class 
CP 25 in The National Archives online catalogue) 
Land Conveyances: Feet of Fines, 1182-1833 (National Archives information leaflet) [Internet 
Archive copy from August 2004] 

CP 25/1/45/76, number 9. 

Link: Image of document at AALT 

County: Devon. 

Place: Westminster. 

Date: Three weeks from St Michael, 1 Henry [V] [20 October 1413]. 

Parties: Hugh Courtenay, knight, the elder, querent, and William 
Wircestre and Margery, his wife, deforciants. 

Property: 12 messuages, 10 acres of land, 9 acres of meadow, 2 acres of marsh and a 
moiety of 1 acre of alder in Nyweton' Abb'is and Wolleburgh'. 

Action: Plea of covenant. 

Agreement: William and Margery have acknowledged the tenements to be the right of Hugh, 
as those which he has of their gift, and have remised and quitclaimed them from 
themselves and the heirs of Margery to him and his heirs for ever. 

Warranty: Warranty. 

For this: Hugh has given them 100 marks of silver. 

Standardised forms of names. (These are tentative suggestions, intended only as a finding 
aid.) 

Persons: Hugh Courtenay, William Worcester, Margery Worcester 

Places: Newton Abbot, Wolborough 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/counties.shtml
http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/search.php
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C5391
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C5392
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20040804011835/http:/www.catalogue.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rdleaflet.asp?sLeafletID=140
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT7/CP25%281%29/CP25_1_45_76-78/IMG_0415.htm


 

CP 25/1/45/76, number 16. 

Link: Image of document at AALT 

County: Devon. 

Place: Westminster. 

Date: Three weeks from St Michael, 1 Henry [V] [20 October 1413]. And afterwards two 
weeks from Easter, 2 Henry [V] [22 April 1414]. 

Parties: John Lake of Exon' and John Lussher, querents, and William 
Wircestre and Margery, his wife, deforciants. 

Property: 13 messuages, 1 dove-cot, 103 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow, 4 shillings and 6 
pence of rent, a third part of 1 messuage, and a moiety of 1 acre of land 
in Nyweton' [sic], Deuenebury and Exilond' iuxta Exon'. 

Action: Plea of covenant. 

Agreement: William and Margery have acknowledged the tenements to be the right of John Lake, 
as those which the same John and John Lussher have of their gift. 

For this: John and John have granted to William and Margery 10 messuages, the dove-cot, 13 
acres of land, the rent, the third part and the moiety in the vills of Nyweton' Abb'is and 
Exilond' and have rendered them to them in the court, to hold to William and Margery 
and the heirs of their bodies, of the chief lords for ever. And besides John and John 
granted for themselves and the heirs of John Lake that 1 messuage, 30 acres of land 
and 2 acres of meadow in the vill of Deuenebury - which Richard Wotton' and Joan, his 
wife, and Joan, daughter of Richard and Joan, his wife, held for their lives - and that 1 
messuage and 30 acres of land in the same vill - which Thomas Wotton' and Agnes, his 
wife, William, son of Thomas and Agnes, and Maud, sister of the same William, held for 
their lives - and that 1 messuage and 30 acres of land in the same vill - which Roger 
Bonde and Grecia, his wife, and Felice (Felicia), daughter of Roger and Grecia, held for 
their lives - and which after the decease of Richard and Joan and Joan, Thomas and 
Agnes and William, son of Thomas and Agnes, and Maud, and Roger and Grecia and 
Felice ought to revert to John and John and the heirs of John Lake - after the decease 
of [the same persons] shall remain to William Wircestre and Margery and their 
aforesaid heirs, to hold together with the aforesaid tenements of the chief lords for ever. 
In default of such heirs the tenements shall remain to Hugh Courtenay, knight, the elder 
and his heirs. 

Standardised forms of names. (These are tentative suggestions, intended only as a finding aid.) 

Persons: John Lake, John Lusher, William Worcester, Margery Worcester, Richard 
Wootton, Joan Wootton, Thomas Wootton, Agnes Wootton, William Wootton, Maud 
Wootton, Roger Bond, Grecia Bond, Felice Bond, Hugh Courtenay 

Places: Exeter, Denbury, Exe Island, Newton Abbot 

 

CP 25/1/116/321, number 692. 
Link: Image of document at AALT 

County: Kent. 
Place: Westminster. 
Date: One month from Easter, 26 Henry VI [21 April 1448]. 
Parties: William Worcetre, querent, and Walter Guy and Isabel, his wife, daughter and 

heir of Stephen Hermere late of London', cutler, and Thomas Baret, 
deforciants. 

http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT7/CP25%281%29/CP25_1_45_76-78/IMG_0422.htm
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT4/CP25%281%29/CP25%281%29no116/IMG_0457.htm


Property: 1 messuage, 60 acres of land, 40 acres of wood and 12 shillings of rent 
in Gowedeherst'. 

Action: Plea of covenant. 
Agreement: Walter and Isabel and Thomas have acknowledged the tenements to be the right 

of William, as those which he has of their gift, and have remised and quitclaimed 
them from themselves and the heirs of Isabel to him and his heirs for ever. 

Warranty: Warranty. 
For this: William has granted to Walter and Thomas the tenements and has rendered them 

to them in the court, to hold to Walter and Thomas and the heirs of Walter, of the 
chief lords for ever. 

Standardised forms of names. (These are tentative suggestions, intended only as a finding 
aid.) 
Persons: William Worcester, Walter Guy, Stephen Hermer, Isabel Hermer, Thomas Barrett 
Places: London, Goudhurst 
 

CP 25/1/82/41, number 106. 
Link: Image of document at AALT 

County: Herefordshire. 
Place: Westminster. 
Date: One week from St Michael, 15 Edward III [6 October 1341]. 
Parties: Master Robert de Wyrcestre, querent, and Richard de Sholl', deforciant. 
Property: 1 messuage, 1 mill, 1 carucate of land, 6 acres of meadow, 5 acres of wood and 6 

shillings of rent in Sholl', Monekehyd', Lytelhyd' and Yarkehull'. 
Action: Plea of covenant. 
Agreement: Richard has acknowledged the tenements to be the right of Master Robert, as 

those which Master Robert has of his gift. 
For this: Master Robert has granted to Richard the tenements and has rendered them to 

him in the court, to hold to Richard, of the chief lords for the life of Richard. And 
after the decease of Richard the tenements shall remain to John de 
Sholl' and Margaret, his wife, and the heirs of John, to hold of the chief lords for 
ever. 

Standardised forms of names. (These are tentative suggestions, intended only as a finding 
aid.) 
Persons: Robert de Worcester, Richard de Showle, John de Showle, Margaret de Showle 
Places: Showle Court, Monkhide, Little Hide (all 3 in Yarkhill), Yarkhill 
 

CP 25/1/123/35, number 122. 
Link: Image of document at AALT 

Link: Image of dorse of document at AALT 

County: Leicestershire. 
Place: Leicester. 
Date: The day after All Souls, 12 Edward I [3 November 1284]. 
Parties: Richard de Ernesby and Agnes, his wife, and Isabel, daughter of the same 

Richard, querents, and Thomas de Stapelton' and Amabilla, his wife, 
impedients. 

Property: 12 acres of land and 1 acre of meadow in Brunskynesthorp'. 
Action: Plea of warranty of charter. 
Agreement: Thomas and Amabilla [have acknowledged] the land and meadow to be the right 

of Richard, Agnes and Isabel, as those which Richard, Agnes and Isabel have of 
their gift, to hold to Richard, Agnes and Isabel and the heirs of the body of Isabel, 
of Thomas and Amabilla and the heirs of Amabilla for ever, rendering [yearly] 1 

http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT7/CP25%281%29/CP25_1_82/IMG_0145.htm
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT2/CP25no1/CP25_1_123/IMG_2741.htm
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT2/CP25no1/CP25_1_123/IMG_2742.htm


rose at the feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, and doing to the chief lords 
all other services. If it happens that Isabel dies without an heir of her body, while 
Agnes is still living, then the land and meadow shall remain to Agnes, to hold of 
Thomas and Amabilla and the heirs of Amabilla by the aforesaid services [for the 
life] of Agnes. And after the decease of Agnes the land and meadow shall revert 
to the right heirs of Richard, to hold of Thomas and Amabilla and the heirs of 
Amabilla by the aforesaid services for ever. 

Warranty: Warranty by Thomas and Amabilla and the heirs of Amabilla. 
For this: Richard, Agnes and Isabel have given them 1 sore sparrowhawk. 
Note: [Endorsed: Henry de Wygorn', the guardian of Henry, the son and heir of Pernel 

de Rudington', puts in a claim [for] the aforesaid heir.] 
Standardised forms of names. (These are tentative suggestions, intended only as a finding 
aid.) 
Persons: Richard de Arnesby, Agnes de Arnesby, Isabel de Arnesby, Thomas de 

Stapleton, Amabilla de Stapleton, Henry de Worcester, Pernel de 
Ruddington, Henry de Ruddington 

Places: Bromkinsthorpe (in Leicester) 
 

CP 25/1/22/122, number 15. 
Link: Image of document at AALT 

County: Buckinghamshire. 
Place: Westminster. 
Date: Three weeks from St Michael, 23 Henry VI [20 October 1444]. 
Parties: John Cheyne, knight, John Brekenok', esquire, Edmund Brudenell', John 

Watkyns and Thomas Kene, querents, and Henry Worcestre and Joan, his 
wife, deforciants. 

Property: 1 messuage, 48 acres of land, 7 acres of meadow and 2 acres of pasture 
in Magna Kymbell', Parua Kymbell' and Esilburgh'. 

Action: Plea of covenant. 
Agreement: Henry and Joan have acknowledged the tenements to be the right of John 

Brekenok', as those which the same John, John Cheyne, Edmund, John Watkyns 
and Thomas have of their gift, and have remised and quitclaimed them from 
themselves and the heirs of Joan to John, John, Edmund, John and Thomas and 
the heirs of John Brekenok' for ever. 

Warranty: Warranty against Nicholas, abbot of Nutley, and his successors. 
For this: John, John, Edmund, John and Thomas have given them 100 marks of silver. 
Standardised forms of names. (These are tentative suggestions, intended only as a finding 
aid.) 
Persons: John Cheyne, John Brecknock, Edmund Brudenell, John Watkins, Thomas 

Keen, Henry Worcester, Joan Worcester 
Places: Great Kimble, Little Kimble, Ellesborough 
 

Surrey Feet Of Fines 1558-1760  
Courtesy of FindMyPast   
 
1 result 
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First 
name(s) 

Last name Year Place 

 

Henry Worster 1676 Southwark  

(Land dispute – record cut into three – one to each disputant and one for the records –  
bottom one at the “foot”, hence “feet of fines”.) 

First name(s) Henry 

Last name Worster 

Year 1676 

Term Hilary 

Record as transcribed Henry Worster v Edward Ower, Sterrey (St Saviour) 

Place Southwark 

County Surrey 

Country England 

Archive reference CP 25/2 

Archive The National Archives 

Record set Surrey Feet Of Fines 1558-1760 

 
 
Liber niger Scaccarii: nec non Wilhelmi Worcestrii Annales rerum Anglicarum 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org 
Showing 1 - 7 of 7 Results for author:"Worcester, William, 1415-1482?" 

Liber niger Scaccarii : nec non Wilhelmi Worcestrii Annales rerum anglicarum, cum praefatione 
et appendice Thomae Hearnii ad editionem primam Oxoniae editam.  
 
by Great Britain. Exchequer. Hearne, Thomas, 1678-1735, Worcester, William, 1415-1482? 
Published 1771 
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Antiquities of Bristow in the middle centuries; including the topography by William Wyrcestre, 
and the life of William Canynges. By the Rev. James Dallaway.  
 
by Dallaway, James, 1763-1834. Nasmith, James, 1740-1808. Worcester, William, 1415-
1482? Bristol Institution for the Advancement of Science and Art. 
Published 1834 

The dicts and sayings of the philosophers; the translations made by Stephen Scrope, William 
Worcester and an anonymous translator, edited by Curt F. Bühler.  
 
by Mubashshir ibn Fātik, Abū al-Wafāʼ, active 11th century Bühler, Curt F. (Curt Ferdinand), 
1905-1985 Worcester, William, 1415-1482? Scrope, Stephen, -1472Guillaume, de Tignonville, -
1414 
Published 1941 

 

William Worcestre : the topography of medieval Bristol / edited by Frances Neale.  
by Worcester, William, 1415-1482? Neale, Frances. 
Published 2000 

Itineraries [of] William Worcestre; edited from the unique MS. Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge, 210 [and translated] by John H. Harvey.  
 
by Worcester, William, 1415-1482? Harvey, John Hooper. 
Published 1969 
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